This is a large, 1640 page, single volume new edition to this well known textbook. There are two new editors and a total of 141 authors, a third of them new. All but one are from North America and there is one Fellow of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists. There are eight sections and 60 chapters with two new ones on inflammation, wound healing and infection and another on echocardiography. Other sections have had their contents rearranged. A welcome addition is the ability to access the complete contents online and a number of podcasts are also available for download to iPods or similar devices. The text, despite its small size, is remarkably easy to read and the tables, graphics, figures and drawings are all colour co-ordinated and very well set out. Photos are in colour and of a high quality. There are 880 full colour illustrations.
References are as up-to-date as can be for a major text, with some from 2008 and many from 2007, with the more relevant ones highlighted, e.g. in the chapter on nerve injury, there are 72 references with seven of the most significant highlighted. The sections on scientific foundations of anaesthesia (five chapters) and anatomy and physiology (seven chapters) cover 274 pages and are almost exam standard, although there is more physiology than anatomy. Pre-anaesthetic evaluation and preparation is full of very handy tables, as is the section on anaesthetic management. Section VII, on anaesthesia in surgical specialties, covers many recent surgical innovations and their anaesthetic consequences, e.g. robotic laproscopic surgery. However it is not indexed, but there is a sub-heading in surgery for prostatic cancer and more space was spent on complications of surgery and cost advantages than on anaesthetic technique. Similarly, endovascular neurosurgery could have had more discussion considering its increasing role. The chapter on patient positioning and related injuries is excellent, with first class quality drawings.
Overall, I found this a most readable text of biblical proportions, but such is the extent to which our specialty has grown. For its content I thought the cost was most reasonable. I would highly recommend this text to not only libraries and departments, but also to individual anaesthetists.
